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He took out a silk handkerchief and splitting it in two bound up
her feet with the strips. Then he wiped her tears for her and did
up her black silken tresses, and telling her to wait there, he went
and hired a sedan and escorted her back to Chiu-ma's place.
In the meantime Chiu-ma was in a state of great agitation because
she did not know what had become of Meiniang, so that when Chu
Chung brought the girl back her joy was exactly as if she had recov-
ered a priceless pearl. Moreover, she had heard about Chu Chung's
inheritance of Chu Shih-lao's shop and was inclined to receive him
with a new deference even if he had not done her such a great
favor. She overwhelmed Chu Chung with her gratitude and had a
feast prepared for him. After a few cups of wine Chu Chung rose
to take his leave, but of course Meiniang would not let him go.
"I have been thinking of you," she said, "but have not had the
opportunity of seeing you. Since destiny has brought us together,
you-must stay tonight." Chiu-ma, too, added the weight of her
invitation.
That evening Meiniang sang and danced for Chu Chung as die
had never sung and danced before in her life, and on his part Chu
Chung was as happy as a man being entertained by a fairy goddess,
Needless to say, his happiness was even more ineffable when, after
feasting far into the night, they both retired to their conjugal bed
hand in hand . . .
Afterwards, Meiniang said to Chu Chung: "I have a request to
make of you which you must not refuse." Chu Chung answered,
"If there is anything I can do for you, I should not hesitate to
go through fire and boiling water. So how can I refuse you any-
thing?" Meiniang said, "I want you to marry me," Chu Chung
said, smiling, "Do not jest with me, my lady, for even if you were
to marry ten thousand men, it would never come to my turn."
"I speak from the heart," Meiniang said. "For ever since I was
tricked into losing my chastity at the age of fourteen I have wanted
to follow the virtuous path but have not been able to carry out this
wish because I have not met the right man. Though I have met
many men in my time, they are all of them seekers of pleasure who
have not the slightest consideration for my welfare. Among all I